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Pulteney Bridge was designed in 1769 by
Robert Adam. The architecture is classical,
with pediments, pilasters and tiny leaded
domes at either end. The shops are small
and the roadway is not wide, but when the
bridge opened in 1770 it was a revelation.

13 Bath Abbey Skidmore Lights
These chandeliers originally lit the Abbey
using gas. They were designed by Francis
Skidmore of Coventry and made from
wrought iron. They were installed in the
1870s during the major restoration work
undertaken by Sir Gilbert Scott who was
the leading architect of the Gothic Revival

20 The Dolly Tub
Launderette
We have yet to find any historical
information about this beautiful ironwork
but most of the shopfront ironwork shouts
that the butcher was once here.
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7 Pulteney Bridge
Weather Vane
The restoration of Pulteney Bridge in
the 1970’s was financed by the Georgian
Group and that explains the GG on the
weather vane.

14 The Roman Baths
Around the Roman Baths there are
some interesting pieces of 19th Century
ironwork on the building including
wrought iron lanterns, fan lights and
railings.

21 The Circus Window
Baskets
Many different styles of elegant Georgian
balconettes adorn the first floor windows.
Most are a combination of an Iron
framework and cast lead details

For detailed information and photographs, and to follow this walking
tour on your device, please go to www.nhig.org.uk/bathiron-walk

1 Beckford Road Canal
Tunnel & Bridges
These two iron bridges were erected by the
Coalbrookdale Co in 1800 and the first
structures to be manufactured in the Bath
based Stothert & Pitt Foundry. In 2011
they were renovated and returned to their
former glory.

2 Between the Bridges
A white Georgian gate and fence which
is the entrance to Sydney Gardens. The
gardens are one of only two eighteenthcentury pleasure gardens in the country.
They are Grade II listed on the Register
of Historic Parks and Gardens of special
historic interest in England.

3 Sydney Gardens Toilet
Popular in the Victorian and Edwardian
eras when they were mass produced by
iron foundries like Macfarlane’s, cast iron
public toilets were once a familiar sight
in our city parks. Often ornate, they were
proud architectural statements of a newly
improved public sanitation programme.
Toilet soon to be renovated.

4 Great Pulteney Street
Overthrows
An overthrow is a skilfully hand-forged
decorative piece as seen on many
properties in Bath, this is a decorative
feature to frame the entrance of a property.

5 Connaught Mansions
Window Grills
At 100ft wide, Great Pulteney Street is one
of the most imposing urban set pieces of
its day in Britain. On this door to the old
Pulteney Hotel, the letters P & H remain
on the single entrance door grille.

8 Guildhall Market
The Guildhall Market is the oldest
shopping centre in Bath built in 1893.
Trading has taken place on the site for
over 800 years. The Victorian wrought
iron gates and fan light would have been
constructed in 1893 under the design brief
of John McKean Brydon.

9 The Corridor Canopy
This glazed canopy bedecked with
two glass faux flaming torches
that greet shoppers from the High
Street, was added to The Corridor
in 1927 by A J Taylor.

10 The Guildhall
The original Guildhall building was
built between 1775 and 1778 by Thomas
Baldwin to the designs of Thomas
Attwood. There are wonderful examples
of Georgian ironwork externally and
internally including an exquisite fine
wrought iron staircase.

11 The Empire Hotel
The Empire Hotel was designed by Major
Charles Edward Davis for the hotelier
Alfred Holland. The ornate white painted
canopy is a mixture of cast and forged steel
and was made in 1901. The decorative
sections consist of forged and repousséd
leaves and open and closed fishtail scrolls.

12 The Parade Gardens
Bandstand Balustrade
A contemporary sculptural balustrade,
handcrafted using traditional
blacksmithing techniques by a team of
Master Blacksmiths from all over the
British Isles. This striking installation was
the centrepiece of BathIRON 2018.

15 St John's Hospital
This original decorative ironwork arch
around the entrance to the Shickle Garden
probably dates back to 1911. The garden is
named after Rev CW Shickle FSA Master
from 1899 - 1927.

16 Queen Square
Overthrows
Arched lamp holders where lamps were
positioned at the crown of elaborately
decorated arches that spanned across the
entrance steps called an overthrow.

17 Royal Victoria Park Gates
It was originally thought that these gates
were made in 1830 using genuine wrought
iron, but once the gates were removed and
the restoration process started, it was discovered that they were in fact made from
cast iron. The original gates are gone, these
replica gates were made in 2004.

18 Royal Crescent Snuff
Candle snuffs, such as this one by the
door of the No. 1 Royal Crescent museum,
are cone shaped tapers that were used to
extinguish a taper or candle and can be
found throughout Bath. The railings around
the private lawns of the Royal Crescent were
made pre-1790 and were restored in 2009.

19 Upper Church Street
Mesh Divider
Observe the different styles of railings,
balconies and boot scrapers here to those
seen elsewhere in Bath.

22 Russell Street Snuff
Candle snuffs, are cone shaped tapers that
were used to extinguish a taper or candle
and can be found throughout Bath. As
with much of the ironwork around the city
of Bath we don’t know the name of the
blacksmith who made this particular one
but we can certainly appreciate the skill
that has gone into the making of it.

23 Alfred Street Winch
This coal winch to the left of the arch
would have been used to lower buckets/
bags of coal down to the storage cellars
beneath you for use in the house. This
terrace was built in 1768.

24 Bartlett Street Gantry
Originally erected in 1902 without
planning permission spelling out
Evans and Owen. Later removed
and a wooden sign put in its place.
The wooden sign acted as a sail,
caught the wind, causing the iron
surround to twist. It was taken
down and then restored in 2015.

25 The Countess of
Huntingdon's Chapel
Home to the Museum of Bath Architecture,
built in 1765 for Selina Hastings, Countess
of Huntingdon. The use of Gothic revival
motifs in the chapel reflected a preference
for an alternative to the ancient Greek
and Roman classicism that pervaded
architecture during the eighteenth century.

26 Hedgemead Park
Fountain
This drinking fountain was erected around
1890. Seated on a triple tiered octagonal
plinth it was manufactured at Walter
Macfarlane’s Saracen Foundry in Glasgow.
Four lion jambs support four highly
decorated quatrefoil basins surmounted by
an eagle with outstretched wings.
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The National Heritage Ironwork Group (Charity No.
1157686) was established in 2009. The NHIG aims to
advance public awareness and knowledge of heritage
ironwork through eduction, research and promotion
of high standards of care. Please support the NHIG.
Become a member, sign up to our mailing list or get
involved with one of our projects.
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